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Some fish don't ______ eggs. But some fish lay 
thousands of __________. And some _________
lay millions of eggs!

A mother herring lays more than thirty thousand eggs at a time. The eggs drop down in the water and stick to the sand, rocks or _________. A _________ sardine may lay as many as a hundred thousand eggs. Her eggs float in the ____________.

But the champion egg layers are cod and turbot. One mother cod will lay as many as four million eggs. And a mother turbot lays as many as nine million eggs.

With millions of fish _________ millions of eggs, you might think that the oceans, lakes and ________ would be filled with baby fish. But most fish eggs never ______. Fish eggs have no shells to __________ them. They are round and soft like bits of jelly. Many eggs wash ashore and dry up. Many are ___________ up by other fish. Only a few eggs out of every _______ ever become baby fish.
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hatch		mother	eggs		million	protect


lay		water		rivers		plants		fish	


laying		gobbled








Choose from these words:











