

In Australia, Christmas falls during our summer. 
Sometime in December is the time to put up the tree. Many people opt for a real tree which they can buy from the Christmas Tree farms. The tree is decorated with traditional decorations such as tinsel, coloured balls and lights.

In the weeks before Christmas people drive around the streets to view the Christmas lights displays on the neighbouring houses. In Melbourne (where I live) children visit the Myer Christmas windows to see what display is featured this year.

The week before Christmas, the children excitedly follow Santa’s journey from the North Pole on the nightly news.

On Christmas Eve, a popular activity is to sit in front of the television and watch Carols by Candlelight.

Australia is one of the first countries in the world to have Christmas and Christmas Day starts very early for those families with young children. On Christmas Eve the children put out a pillow slip on the end of their bed for Santa to put the presents in. They usually leave Santa a glass of beer or milk and some biscuits (cookies). The carrots for the reindeer are left outside on the lawn.

It is usually hot on Christmas Day. Because of this a lot of people have a barbecues or cold meat and salads for Christmas dinner. Some people however, still enjoy the traditional Christmas turkey with hot vegetables and followed by plum pudding. Another favourite Australian desert is Pavlova. Lamingtons are also to be found on the Christmas table.
After lunch many people rest and several adults have been known to fall asleep on the couch (sofa). The children play with their presents. A game of cricket in the backyard is a popular activity and some people go for a drive to the beach.

Christmas is the end of the school year for the children in Australia. They finish school about 4 days before Christmas Day and start a 5 week holiday. At the end of January they will return to school and be in a new grade.

