

The first Queen’s Baton realy was in 1958 for the Cardiff Commonwealth Games. Cardiff is in Wales in the U.K. The relay symbolises the unity of the Commonwealth nations and allows other nations to share in the games. It also carries the queen’s message to the opening ceremony.

The Melbourne Baton Relay is travelling through 71 Commonwealth nations in a year and a day and arrived in Australia on 24th January.

The shape of the baton reminds us of athletes leaning forward and striving to do their best. On the front of the baton are 71 lights which represent the 71 nations in the Commonwealth. The top is gold because Melbourne’s history is based on the gold rush and the green represents Melbourne – The Garden State.
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