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You will need:


a set of picture cards


 


Place the cards face up on the table and ask the children to put the cards into groups of their own choosing. When they have finished, discuss the groups and the reasons for grouping them this way. Give them the opportunity to change any of their groups. Discuss the groups in terms of which group has the most/least? How many toys are there? Are there more items in the food group or the furniture group? etc.





Ask the children to group the cards in a different way.


�








Classifying





You will need:


a set of picture cards


 


Place the cards face down on the table. Children, in pairs, choose 5-10 cards. They must order the cards according to the relative size of the object the picture represents. 





The children present their cards to the grade explaining the reasoning for their choices. 





Make sure the children us correct terminology and refer to the same criteria when sorting the cards, example length/width/height. 





�





Ordering by Size








You will need: 


2 sets of picture cards





Choose 12 picture cards and set them up in a grid behind a barrier so that the children can’t see the cards.





Describe the position of the cards to the children and have them place the other set of cards in the correct position; for example, The apple is in the top left hand corner. The banana is underneath it. The car is on the right of the banana.


When you have finished describing the position of the cards, compare the two grids.





extension 


Instead of naming the picture describe the object, i.e. In the top left hand corner is a food. It is red and smooth. It is fruit. It is crunchy when you eat it., etc.


�





Position Grid











What Am I?





You will need:


a set of picture cards





Choose a picture card and describe the object, using the word cards as prompts e.g.


what: what category does the object belong to e.g. furniture, toy etc.


         what is it made of?


size: is it big/little/thin/fat?


colour: is it red, blue, spotted?


number: how many legs/wheels does it have?


shape: is it round, square, a cube?


where: where would you find the object? 





Children must name the object.





Children can take it in turns to choose a picture and describe it to the group, using the word cards as prompts.


�








Twenty Questions





You will need:


a set of picture cards





One child chooses a card and hides it from you. You have twenty questions to guess the object on the card. The child can only answer yes or no. Use the word cards to prompt your questions.





After you have modelled the activity, you can choose a card and the children can ask the questions using the word cards as prompts.


�








Similarities and Differences 





You will need:


a set of picture cards


a large piece of paper and texta (optional)








Choose two cards. Children must name two/three/four similarities and differences between the two objects.





extension:


Divide the large piece of paper in half. Write the heading ‘Similarities’ and ‘Differences’. List the similarities and differences of the objects under the correct heading.





�








For the teacher:





Print the picture cards onto white paper, laminate and cut out.





These activities will need an adult to facilitate them.
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