

A battery is essentially a can full of chemicals that produce electrons. Chemical reactions that produce electrons are called electrochemical reactions.
Batteries come in many different shapes and sizes.
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All batteries have two terminals – a positive terminal (+) and a negative terminal 

(-). When connecting batteries, you must connect them to the correct end or the battery won’t work.

Electrons collect on the negative terminal of the battery. If you connect a wire between the negative and positive terminals, the electrons will flow from the negative to the positive terminal as fast as they can (and wear out the battery very quickly -- this also tends to be dangerous, especially with large batteries, so it is not something you want to be doing). Normally, you connect some type of load such as globe, buzzer or motor, to the battery using the wire.

Batteries have different voltage depending on the appliance they are designed for. You must be very careful you don’t use a battery that is too strong for the appliance. 

A car usually uses a 12 volt (12V) battery.
A mobile phone usually uses a 3.6 volt (3.6V) battery.
AA, AAA, C and D batteries are 1.5 volt (1.5V)

Watch batteries are 3 volts (3V)
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Some batteries are rechargeable. It is very important that you don’t try to recharge a non rechargeable battery as it will blow up.



Name: _______________






Date: __________

Fill in the missing words:

A battery is a can full of ____________________.

A chemical _____________ in the battery produces ____________.

You should not join the _____________ and ____________ end of a battery with a wire but without a load.

You must be careful you don’t use a battery that is too __________ for the appliance.
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Colour the battery you would use in each item.
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reaction,      strong,       chemicals,     positive,      electrons      negative      








Choose from these words








