

Static Electricity refers to separation of charges. Rubbing a balloon on someone’s hair takes some electrons from the hair and gives them to the balloon. Electrons have a negative charge, so the balloon with extra electrons is negatively charged and the hair, which is missing some electrons, is left with a positive charge. Opposite charges attract, so the hair will be attracted to the balloon. Also important to remember is that like charges repel each other, so all of the pieces of positively charged hair will push away from each other. 

Things that are not charged can still be attracted to something like a balloon or a comb that is charged. Everything we used has electrons and protons, the negative and positive parts of atoms. Protons are positively charged, so they are attracted to negative charges. 

Adapted from http://wow.osu.edu/experiments/electricity/Static_Electricity.pdf 
